Consume


A group exhibition about use, abuse and waste.

Details

Nov. 30-Jan. 7:

Opening Reception: 5-7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2

Special Performances: 4-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16 and 6-8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6

Noon-6 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays

Flashpoint

916 G St. NW

Washington, DC

Editorial Review

Consumerism Reports

The New Show at the Gallery at Flashpoint Tackles Indulgences

By Arion Berger

Express

Thursday, Dec. 7, 2006

Have you made your list for Santa yet? Jotted down some gift ideas for friends, family, co-workers? Maybe it?s time to think about how much -- and why -- we consume.

Five artists at the Gallery at Flashpoint are thinking about it. Its new show poses questions about what we take into our houses and bodies, about the lust for things and for people and what ownership means.

Curated by Angela Jerardi, "Consume" includes works by Baltimore's Heidi Neff, who appropriates images from pornographic magazines and turns them into enigmatic, quietly friendly hand-pulled prints. D.C. photographer and video artist Michael Wichita turns a jaundiced, good-natured eye on our propensity for acquisition.

Both Lani Iacovelli and Chris Lawrence take a hard look at medicine and the body -- health, the health-care system, sexuality and the fraught intertwining of physical need and how much or how little society provides to fill those needs. Balitmore artist Jessie Lehson uses edibles in an installation focusing on our literal consumption of the natural world.

And on Saturday, Jerardi and her sometime collaborator Ginger Wagg perform "Eat + Buy," with an "interactive food demonstration" from Lehson.

The show closes in January with a multi-artist performance, "Look + Listen." Jerardi will perform exerpts from her "Efficiency" project, about the consumption of time itself. Joe Lally and Willie Hoffman provide the live music and DJ Name Names (Ian Svevonius) spins.

In a winky twist, "Consume" even features items for sale by the artists, testing visitors' willpower and tempting their aesthetic urges. Sure, it's a tease, but a clever one.

