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Teaming up on the Arts

A first: Arts Council, GRACE collaborate on major show

By: Janet Rems

In a major first for the Arts Council of Fairfax County and Greater Reston Arts Center (GRACE), the two non-profit organizations are collaborating on the council's annual juried exhibition, which opened Friday, Nov. 3 at GRACE in Reston Town Center and continues through Friday, Dec. 1.

A Northern Virginia cultural tradition, the juried exhibition was initially presented by the council in 1971. This year's juried exhibition, "Arts Council @ GRACE 2006," features the works of 49 area artists, working in all types of media. They were selected from 500 or so submissions.

According to the council, the juried works "offer a snapshot view of the diversity and vibrancy of art production in the Washington, D.C., region." The juror for the exhibition was Jack Rasmussen, currently the director and curator of the American University Museum at the Katzen.

At the Nov. 3 opening, which drew a buoyant crowd of about 200 family, friends and art lovers, awards were presented for first, second and third place, as well as two honorable mentions.

Winners included: first-place to Jesse Lehson for a provocative sculpture, "Stick," made of latex, muslin, thread, monofilament and 5000 pins on a base of sifted soil; second-place to Travis Childers for a witty, mixed-media installation, "Culture," made from a steel, three-tiered serving cart, multiple Petri dishes and Silly Putty, imprinted with faces lifted off newspapers; third-place to Cindy Grisdela for her quilt "Mardi Gras;" honorable mention to John M. Adams for his visually interactive oil and acrylic painting on oak, "Sitting Still 35;" and honorable mention to Phil Brown for his elegant turned-wood bowl made of seasoned curly and spalted red maple from a tree cut down in McLean.

Childers, who favors using "everyday materials," such as Silly Putty and newspapers, also likes to play with double meanings. For example, he explained newspapers "define culture" while Petri dishes breed "another kind of culture."

Lehson explained that her pin-stuck sculpture, which appeared to flow in folds from the gallery ceiling somewhat like a drape of layed skin, actually functions as a self-portrait. At the time of its creation, Lehson said, she was learning to give herself injections for a medical condition, thus the 5000 pins puncturing the latex-covered muslin. Latex was used, she said, because of its resemblance to the texture of skin.

The sifted dirt base also is a personal reference. Lehson said she collects dirt from all over the world. People even ship it to her. The dirt used here was shipped by her father from the island of Oahu in Hawaii where he lives.

GRACE curator Joanne Bauer said among the reasons Lehson's work captured the top prize was its visceral ability to communicate to adults and children alike. It not only "communicates what contemporary art is all about but also shows the caliber of art submitted to this exhibit," she said.

Now at GRACE

WHAT: "Arts Council @ GRACE" juried exhibition.

WHERE: Greater Reston Arts Center, St. Francis and Market streets in Reston Town Center.

WHEN: Now through Friday, Dec. 1.

Call 703-471-9242 or e-mail Info@restonarts.org
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